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"I WANT TC DEFEND THE PURINM OF SOCIALISM" 
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Zygmunt Zulowski's speech in the new parliament in Wersew. 


("Gezete Ludowa", No. 69, February lèth, 1947.) 


Zygmunt Zulawski is a veteren gocialist 
leader, member ef the Polish Parliament since 
1919 until 1985, Secretary General of the 
polish T.U.0. and, since 1934 laeirmen ef the 
Supreme Council of the polish Socialist Porty. 


After vain attempts at co-operation with 
the leadership of thé officiel Socialist Party, 
he left that party in November 1946 end con-, 
cluded an electoral agreement with M. Mikolaj- 

& czyk'e polish peasant Perty: Under it, inàc- 
pendent democratic Socielists stood es candi- 
detes on common lists with the Polish Pessant 
Perty in the recent generel election of Ja- 
nuary 19th, 1947. Most cf these candidstes 
were, however, struck off the lists and 
Zulawski is the only one who was returned, 
Below we give his first speech in the newly 
elected parliament, which he mede on February 
9th, 1947. The text has appesred in Polenń 
only in one single daily, the "Gezete Ludowa", 
after having been heavily eensored. 


. It is 12 years since I last mounted this rostrum, For the first 
time I now teke part, as an independent Socialist, ih the debate 
on the dceleretion of the new Government, which, in effect, is 
nothing new, but represents the continuation of the dame political 
thought that was revealed alrcady in Lublin /1/, 


And were it not for the ruins which surround me, were it not 
for the sbsence of my old comrades-in-arms, Barlicki, Niedziałkow- 
ski, Ozepinski, Lieberman, piotrowski, Dubois, Ziemiecki end 
others, together with whom I fought ageinst the totelitarian sche- 
mes of thc genecje /2/, were it not for thc knowledge that, in 
the meantime, a monstrous storm had passed over our heads - I 
would say that nothing had changed here, 


—— Ñ. o M Ñ... Ñ 


/1/ Zulewski refers to the "polish Committee of National Libe- 
retion", bcttcr knom as thc "Lublin Committee", brought into Po- 
lend in July 1944 in the woke of the advancing Russien armies, to 
become the Russion-sponsoPcd provisional Government of Poland. 


/2/ "8enecja'! - a nick-name for the pilsudski regime. 
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s the seme Chamber, the seme compact majority, drunk with 

i A QU. the some idoa88,|propegsted then by. the Sanacja 
Bloc and to-dcy by the Democratic Bloc, according to which "for- 
ces of polish democracy took on themselves all responsibility 
before the Nation", the same commonplace slogans about "every- 
thing creative and healthy in thg Nation having joined forces 

within tho Democratic Bloc", exeetly on the pattern of the "Gamp 
"of National Unity" /i/ of old days, the seme proud boasts about 
thc achievements of the Govornment in tho field of Polend's con- 
struction or re-construction. The seme weak opposition which to- 
doy ~ as in those days ~ is being accused of inebility to do 
anything constructivo, but of vainly repeating again ond again t 
the some complaints about the lawlessness of the authorities, 
pbout arrests, cloctorol ebuscé and the violation of the freedom 
Af speech end of thc press. An finally, in tho same way as it 
was asscrtcd in those days that Gencral gkladkowski!s Government, 
boeed on the senscja, had been chosen by Providence and was the 
only one capable of strengtheńing Polond, — so to-day it is asser- 
tod that only a Government based on tho Bloc is capable of assu- 
ring permanently her indepenĝenoce ond of re-building her from tho 
rüinse 


Certainly, əs in thc gənəcja period, so to-day, cvery work 
gives some results. put thig technique is not, to-day, on exclu- 
sive secret of one or the other government, To-day cverybody knows 
already how to build a housë or a bridge, whether it be in the 
United states or in zurope,/ in the Soviet Union,or in Chin& In 
Poland too we heve the samej results, irrespective of whether the 
work is bcing done under e ganacja or under the Government of 
Nationsi Unity. 


Thus, the fact that, os| timc passes, thc nation is orcoting 
cver greater values throu its own work, is not e particular 
merit of tnis Government. |lIs it not a fact that in the course of 
one ycar, in 1988, under the regime of thc hetcd "Gemp of Natio- 
nol Unity" morc houses and flota were built in Wersow then to- 
day? Also, dreescs are being mode in the ssme wey ell over the 
world, whether it is the onscPvetivcs, the Democrats or the 
ednerents of totaliterianism who govern. Only, these dresses not 
elvcys suit citizens equally well. And, I suppose, those citizens 
hove tho right to choose|the teilor, 


be perfect send every government consi- 


bably həs never been a Government in the world which would not 

claim thst its only aim is to bring about gencral prosperity ond 
Thot was the case ünder the Vase end 

the gaxon-dynasties, undcr the Targowica, under Wielopolski, under 

the "Old polish Members, under pilsudski end Skladkowski - and 

it is still the seme to day. All governments claim that they eim 

only at the general gogd and the independence of the whole nation 

end those who disagree /with them are called enemies of the country 


. o . . ? 
traitors, idiots or rehctionaries, 


Pilsudski called tło poles a nation of idiots ond concluded 
thot, in their own interest, he had the right to cducete them by 
by using thc wnip. Tok-dey!s ruling olito, "tho best in thc nation", 


equelly insist that frightful things would happen in Polond, were 
they to go; therc would be white terror and black reaction, 
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/1/ A semi=pseocist organisation created by Pilsudski's follow- 
ers efter his death. 
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Who hes the right to suspect this nation - composed in the main 
of working people, peasants, workers ond intellectuals - of 
Peoetlonery tendencies, for the sole reason that it wants to 
decide freely about sociel justice, about the equality of laws, 
about liberty, about ite parliamentary representation end its 
government? 


& Pilsudski declared that, by conducting the "Brest slections'/1/ 
he ssved the netion from even worec things, end Golonel Slawek 
frankly said that it was better sometimes to practise olectoral 
abuses than to have to shoot at the people. At that time we all 
shared a common indignation at such thingse 


„That is why I was appalled when I learnt of tho Premier Osub- 
ka!e decleration, in the Gracow Univogpity, to the effect that the 
Government must win, because there had never been a case of some- 
one holding power to lose clections, I very vell recall a number 
of cases in which the governments were defested at the polls. Pri- 
me Minister Moreezevski in 1919 and Pilsudski in 1928 lost the 
elections, Republicans lost in America despite the fact that they 
were in power, thc nationalist French Government lost in favour 
of the People's Pront, Chancellor Pepen lost in favour of Hitler 
end now, recently, Churchill lost in fsvour of thc Lobour Party, 


E Lt is only tho toteliterien governments that ecnnot lose at the 
„polls, because they terrorize the electorate. That is what happon= 
ed in Itely, in polend, in Germany. In the perliaments. of those 
nations the govcrnmonts had an overwhelming majority, regardless 
of the opinion send tho will of thc netion, 


The Speaker; Oitizen Deputy, I must call you to order. 


Zulawski; I do not went to invoke any obligetions, whether 
those GT Yelte, Moscow or Potsdam, because I hold that every eleg- 
tion must be froe, honest and clean, - otherwise there is no necd 
to hold it et oll end to create the fiction of a "dirceted" or a 
"people's! democracy, 


I shell not evon insist on these last cleotions. I shell only 
quote a few examples which I witnessed myself. In Orecow thousands 
end thousends of people were struck off the eloetorel lists under 
the pre text that they had colleboroted with the Germans or with 

@ . the "underground", Onec of those struck off wes my son, who had 
spent three.ycars in thc concentration camps of Oswiecim ond Bu- 
chenwald. His nemo was restored to the list only after he had 
threatened to bring a libel action, My daughter-in-law was ordercd 
to sign B deeloretion to the effect that she would vote openly for 
the Government, end my nicce, who is living with me, wes threoten- 
ed with eviction from my flat, dismissal from employment end even 
arrest, with not even the semblance of decency being preserved. 


I was not allowed to publish cven one single electoral appeal 
end the printing house, in breach of on agreement, stopped prin- 
ting the polish peasent party weckly "Piset" which had co-operatcd 
with me. The police requisitioncd 811 private cars and buscs for 
the purposes of the Bloc's elcetorel compeigne 
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/l/The so-called "Brest cloctions' - general clection of Novem- 
[3 ber 1950, which by means of terror ond freud gave Pilsudski and 
2 his followers a majority in the Polish Porliament. Tho outstanding 
cvent of thc clectoral campaign was the imprisonment of the Opposi- 
tion lcəders in tho military fortress of Brost Litovsk; henee the 
nemo, 
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Apert from Orecow I also stood in the Chrzenow constituoncy 
where my list was banned under the pretext that I hed terrorized 
the electors to sign it. That ie an cextraordinery thing. For the 
third time, those in power deprived me of my seat in thc consti- 
tuency where I have the greatest influence and the greatest num- 
ber of fricnda, The first time it wes the Conservative National 

© — council in 1911, the second time it wos pileudski in 1950 and this 
time it was the Democratic Bloc whose list thus remained the only 
admitted one, 


And wheat wes done to my old friend, Zdanowski, for years my 
deputy in the Gencral Council of tho TU.0,? At one time, Zda- 
nowski, like myself, could not əpprovo of the policy of the W 
WoR Ne fir ro may level verious politicel reprosches at tho 
W.R.N. but you heve to admit that its struggle against the Ger- 
mens was most stubborn, most self-sscrificing end most heroic. - 
Zdenowski, like myself, wanted to run as en indepchdent candidate: 
During the occupation he had a miraculously narrow escape, by 
slipping out of the office at the last moment. For this tho Gesta- 
po errestcd his wife, And this men, who was thon hclped in hiding 
by the "Spolem" go-operative Society end by vice-President Szwal- 
be at thc risk of the latter's own safety, - this man was BGCUSCA; 
in tho Nationel KBlcctoral Commission, of collaboration with the 

s Germans by no other than e former member of tho WR.N, And the 
Commission rulcd that, since the lesdership of the W,R.N. had 
"opposed thc armcd struggle against the occupying Power" it must 
dcprive Zdenowski of his right to atend for Perliemont. 


He sppealcd sgsinst this decision to the Netionel Council of 
thc Homelsnd, colling several witnosses, vice-President 8zwalbe 
among others. But thc Praesidium of tho Nationsl Gouncil of tho 
Homclend did not hcar the witnesses, did not hear the aceused him- 
eclf end ignored his appeal, thus confirming the decision of the 
Qommission, 


You have won, 


I heve declined in all oonsciousness to participate in this 
victory although I have been invitcd to shobe it. I preferred to 
put forwsrd my ovn independent list, although I knów that it would 
be defeeted. But I could not bring myself to associatc, myself with 


d the very thing which all my life I have fought against» 


But you claim thot the new Government, that your Bloc, is being 
guidcd by the most booutiful idcols of socisl justice end freedom, 
Maybe. I do not know 


Mr. Attlce wes right when ho said recently; Iwe in Great Britoid 
heve alweys considered public disdussion es tho basie of dcmocrady 
end thc guerontce of justice, This principle, howcvet, should bo 
epplied not in Britain alone, but in the whole world, The fairness 
IL ed aeg m m 0. by physical force, by use of a re- 

olver or a whip, by y the verdict of the lve 
in e free exchange of Ae B ZP ST 


First the July Manifesto /2/, then the programme of the PPS end 
the PPR end finally, the Bloc, in its 1 9t a pa = 
rentecd the trecdom of speoch, TY GÓRE dA 


/L/W.R.N. — the war-time neme of th 2 
of the polish gocielist porty, Wb ksaq Op asmia 
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@BAW0nifesto issued by tnc Lublin Gommittce on its formation. 
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| that when I joined you, when I joincd the P.P.S. 

T : petet ne ablc to Ma my mind end to edvocate my om 
1deos obout frcedom end social justice - tho more so since this 
wos officielly guranteed to me. But promiscs were not kept. 2 
wes gagged to such en extent that, procticelly spoeking, I cou m 
write nothing at all. And yet I did send articles to the W ai 

e end thc "Robotnik" on the W.R.N.; on the co-opcretion with the Š 
P.P.R&, On thc Bloc, on racial theories — but all this was consi- 
dercd "nieblagonodiozne" /2/, To-day again ell my erticles which 
I send to the Gazcta Ludowe" or "piest', oven those which are 
only enswering personal ettacks mode upon mo, are being bonncd by 
the "press control", š 


During the occupation I wrote ə book entitled "prosperity, 
Freedom end Morality". It was submitted to tho censor in June or 
July 1946 end the ccnsor deletcd e number of sentences ond pesso- 
ges, amongst others a sentence stating that 'Boleslow Chrobry NU 
hod drewn tho frontiore of thc state from Meissen to thc Dnieper,' 
The ecnsor repleccd the word "Dnieper" with tho word "Bug" and 
I could not possibly oxplain to him thot Kiev is situated on the 
Dnicper ond not on tho Bugi But, efter all, these were only minor; 
ridiculous things. After more trouble T finelly roccived the stomp; 
"The Voivodship Control Office of Press, Publicstions end Perfor- 

L3 mances. permission to publish. gcptember 24th, 1946." 


I thought that the matter wos now ecttlcd, but fer from it. The 
publication of the book, elrcady in proof, wes hold up in viow of 
the approaching clcotions in which I had the cóurege to put for- 
werd my own inócpcnd.nt cendidature, And then, in spite of the 
given authorisction, I was osked to delete new passages, os for 
insteneé, "what is importent for members of the community is not 
80 much the form of owncPship but tho guorentce that no one is 
going to exploit them" — becouse apperontly these sentences ron 
ogsinst tho law. 


We hed slwəyg complained — sna with justice — ebout the censor- 
ship of the Sensacja. But I was amezcd to hear a polish writer spea- 
king recently over the wircicss ond praising the present freedom 
of spcech in poland, 


„It wos explsined to mc thet tho gagging of the press wes neces- 
e sery bocsuse of our foreign policy. It scoms to me that thc contrary 
is true. This gagging of the Press, this way of conducting elce- 
tions, throws only discredit upon us ond is the reason why more ond 
morc often the world speaks about Polend as it speaks about Spaini 
We — st least I - have nothing to hide from the world end I do not 
know whet the world could possibly bo trying to "spy out" in our 
country, america is far away, ~ ond we heve only had friendly ges- 
turos from her, During the first World Wer President Wilson suppor- 
ted our eim, which wos independence, later the Hoover Committee 
helped us as UNRRA is doing now, In Britain it is our comrodes who 
oro in powor, with whom wc hevc bcen linked for years by common 
Sociolist ideals. ¿md we shell ncver forgot that, had it not boen 
for Britain's resistance, Hitlerism would heve destroyed us in the 


me ontimee 
/1/ Zulewski refers to thc official Socielist Perty which he 
de Joincd in Dpcecmbcr 1945, 


/2/ A Russian word with no equivalent in ony other lenguegc, im- 
plying something which is distastcful to the outhorities, 


/8/ À Polish King in tho 11th century, 
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Finslly, with regard to tho govicts I sey that, despite post ond 
present irritations, thoughtlessly provoked by the one or thc othcr 
side, we wish to live with them in the greatest end in real friend- 
ship. Wo wish to do so not bceausc of any common Slavonic tribal 
origin, but boczuso of our "raison d'Etat! end our conviction thot 
there can exist no Government in Poland to-day which would not wish 
to live and co-oporeto with the govicta as closely as possible. I 
speek with difficulty /1/ and therefore, before I utter a word, I 
consider it ond weigh it seriously. I already seid once in Moscow, 
during tho Kremlin banquet, in the prescnec of Mr. Stelin, thot I 
sinccrely wishcd for friendship with the soviet Union. 


——— 


Zulewskii I am just finishing. - I must sey with rcgrct thot this 
fricndship is not being helped by stetements to the cffeot that Po- 
lish resection, both legal end illegel, did its utmost to win the 
clcotions, but that thc nation, conscious of its Bims, would not 
let itsclf bo terrorized. 


Just think, Mikolajczyk and I src supposed to represent Polish 
resctionł 


Resmirch the good namo of Mikolajczyk, cven destroy the Pe Se Ls; 
and still Mikolajczyk's neme will remain, in the soul of the pea- 
sants - this grcatost stratum of our notion - a symbol, in the same 
way as Bojko's end Witos's nemes wore symbols. /2/ Mikolejezyk may 
fall under the blows, but by his protest against violence, supported 
by the P.Sg.L. ond thc pcąsents, hc sovcd thc honour of our netion. 


A48 for me, I went to defend gocialism and its purity end I want 
to be a living reproach to all those who, despite thcir promises, 
obligations, words of honour and even convictions, could not resist 
tho temptation to participate in power. premier Osubka mey well 
doseribe me to foreign journalists as a deerepit old man, half ir- 
responsible, - pr. probner /8/, suffering from a serious, incuroble 
megelomonia, may well try to bury me elive ina coffin = which I 
would anyhow elvsya find preferable to infamy - beceuse apparently 
I am the one who has betrayed our idcals, - I em not going to be 
offended either at them or at NIStOTYsS 0000 
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/1/ Zulewski is o sick mon. Hc is 67. 


/2/ Bojko ond Witos — prominent peasent lecders in thc paste 


/8/ Dr. Drobner, Member for Cracow on behalf of the "Democratic 
Bloc", who - following Zulewski!e Pupturc with the officiol Socis- 
list party — wrote an article, full of attacks and personal invcce- 
tive ageinst the old lcader, accusing him of having chosen a "poli- 
tical coffin!, 
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